
 

WRITING RELAY 
 
Purpose:  Students will work cooperatively to spell 3-letter words. 

 

Suggested Grade Level: 1 

 

Language Arts SOL: Writing 1.12, 1.13 

 

Equipment/Materials Needed:   
1. Plastic eggs with a separate 3-letter word in each egg.  Each word slip should have an exercise listed at 

the bottom with the number of repetitions. 

2. Chalk board or dry erase board with chalk or dry erase markers 

3. Cones or spots (4 per group if outside, 1 per group if inside) to designate where each group should line up 

4. Four buckets 

 

Advance Preparation: 

1. Create approximately 4 lines with markers about 10 feet apart and a bucket with the eggs in it at the end 

of the line. The same words should be in each team’s bucket.  

       Team1       x             x               x           x    

     

       Team 2      x             x              x           x  

 

       Team 3      x             x              x            x                      

 

       Team 4      x             x              x            x 

         

 

Directions: 

1. Place students into 4 teams and have each student stand in line at a separate cone.  

2. Instruct the student closest to the bucket to go to the bucket, pick out any egg, open it up and read the 

word. 

3. Instruct that student to pick up the dry erase board, take it to the second student in line, and tell that 

student the word (the first student should not show the word to the other students in line). 

4. Instruct the second student in line to quickly write the first letter of the word on the board. 

5. Instruct the second student to take the board to the third student in line and repeat the word. 

6. Instruct the third student to write the next letter of the word on the board. 

7. Instruct the third student to take the board to the fourth student in line and repeat the word. 

8. Instruct the fourth student to write the final letter of the word on the board. 

9. Instruct the fourth student to take the board to the first student in line who checks to make sure the word 

is spelled correctly by opening up the egg and matching it to the word inside. 

10. After students have checked to see if their work is correct, the group should complete the exercise listed 

on the word slip. 

11. Once the round is completed, have students move up one spot in their line; the checker goes to the last 

cone.  

12. Continue until all of the eggs have been opened and written. 

 

Teaching Suggestions: 

1. When you use 3-letter words no more than 4 students should be in a line.  

2. Remind students not to tell others what letter they should write down. 

Modifications/Variations: 

1. Lines can be in the shape of a cross with all the lines coming to the center where the teacher is standing 

surrounded by all four buckets. 

 

  Cones 

  Dry erase board 

        (at start of game) 
X Students 

  Bucket 

          Movement when 

students change roles 

This lesson was developed by the School Health Initiative Program (SHIP) for the Williamsburg James City County Public Schools (WJCCPS), 

Williamsburg, VA.  SHIP is funded by the Williamsburg Community Health Foundation (WCHF). Parts or all of this lesson can be used and 

reproduced without permission provided that SHIP, WJCCPS and WCHF are credited.  

                                                                                              
 


